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From Originals in the Virginia State Archives. 



(continued) 



To Mr Matthew Phripp, 1 Merchant at Norfolk. 
Sir: 

I was informed this morning that the [Governor] has got 
13 Feildpeacis fited up & on board of his ship & that he intends 
to W'ms'burg with them I think it Highly Nessesary that 
the Volunteers at that place should Informed of it as they may 
be in Readiness to Receive his Lordship. 
I am Sir yours &c, 

John Goodrich, Jun'r. 2 

Portsmouth Thursday forenoon. 

1 Matthew Phripp, merchant of Norfolk, was at the beginning of the 
Revolutionary contest an active supporter of the American side. He 
was twice elected Chairman of the Committee of Safety of Norfolk, and 
was colonel of the militia of that Borough. When Dunmore landed an 
armed force, and seized the press of the Norfolk newspaper, Phripp 
took arms and endeavored to organize resistance, but the people would 
not support him. After this he refused to act as colonel, and did not 
in any way assist Lord Dunmore; but as he was in danger of imprison- 
ment and had much property in the Governor's power, he took the oath. 
He left Norfolk but returned at the request of his aged and infirm 
father. When the Virginia forces occupied the town Col. Woodford 
sent Mr. Phripp to Williamsburg to be examined by the Convention. On 
December 19, 1775, Phripp presented a petition to the Convention, 
asking for a prompt hearing. That body ordered him to be confined to 
his room in Williamsburg; but on January 4, 1776, adopted a resolution 
reciting the facts just given, exonorating Mr. Phripp from blame and 
releasing him. 

He was a prominent Mason. In 1777 a Convention of Virginia Lodges 
was held in Williamsburg and Matthew Phripp, P. M. St. John's Lodge, 
Norfolk, was chosen President. 

* Though this letter is not dated it was probably written about August 
14, 1775, when the Journal of the Convention shows that that body was 
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Deposition of John Randolph 3 in Regard to the Re- 
moval of the Powder. 

The Deposition of John Randolph Esq. 
That he never received any information or had he any knowl- 
edge of the removal of the Powder, until the morning after it 
was removed, when many of the people of this Town were 
under Arms at the Court House. 

That he does not recollect that he heard the Governor ex- 
pressly say, that he would proclaim freedom to the Slaves, but 
he was so well satisfied that such was his Lordships Intentions, 
if he thought himself under the necessity of taking up Arms 
in defence of his Person: that this Deponent informed the 
Speaker that such was his Lordship's Resolution, leaving it to 
their speaker to pursue such measures as he should think most 
adviseable to prevent it: 

That he knew little of the designs of the people, not mixing 
much with them and does not recollect he ever saw any of 
them under arms except on the removal of the powder but the 
Independent Company exercising where they were which 
Company this Deponent believes was in being a considerable 
time before this disturbance happened: That he thinks, Lady 
Dunmore had no reason, but the timidity of her Sex to suspect 

informed that Lord Dunmore meditated an attack on Williamsburg. 
Provision was made for resistance; but no such attempt was made. In 
the next year John Goodrich, Jr., was arrested on suspicion of disloyalty 
to Virginia. 

3 fohn Randolph (1727-1784), son of Sir John Randolph, was member 
of the House of Burgesses for the College at the sessions of May 5, 1774, 
and June i, 1775; was appointed Attorney General in 1766 and held the 
office until he left Virginia with Lord Dunmore in 1775. He was a Loy- 
alist and died in England January 31, 1784; but by his own request his 
body was brought back to Virginia and buried in the chapel of William 
and Mary College. He was brother of Peyton Randolph, President of 
the Continental Congress, and father of Edmund Randolph, who was 
the first Attorney General of the State of Virginia. 

This deposition was made in the course of an examination into the 
removal of the powder from the Williamsburg Magazine by Lord 
Dunmore. 
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that any Injury would be done to her Person or Family. Nor 
does he know that Lord Dunmore had any just cause to be 
apprehensive of Danger, unless he gave credit to those Reports 
that were carried to him (by whom this Deponent knows not) 
which were of such a nature as to justify an opinion that his 
Person was not in a state of security and lastly this Deponent 
says, That he is of opinion and informed the Governor so, as 
a Deputy appointed by the House of Burgesses, to waite on 
his Lordship with their address to solicit his return, that his 
Person was in no Danger. 

That his Lordship whether armed or unarmed this Deponent 
knows not was almost every Day at this Deponent's House & 
in particular that Evening of his departure from W'm'sburg 
knew of no insult that he received in passing to and from 
thence, that he understood from the Governor, that he intended 
in case any armed people came to this Town, that he would 
fix up the Royal Standard to distinguish the Friends of Gov- 
ernment from its Foes and that if any Negroes had offered 
their services upon that occasion this Deponent believes they 
would have been well received ; but was informed by the Gov- 
ernor some days after the removal of the Powder that some 
Negroes (by one of his servants) had offered to join him & 
take up arms, but that his answer to his servant was, to order 
them to go about their business. This Deponent being fur- 
ther examined, says that the morning after the Powder was 
removed in his way to the speakers where he was walking he 
saw Capt. Collins, Capt. Foy & he believes Capt. Stretch, pass 
through the people at the Court house unmolested. The De- 
ponent further says, that he believes the distance from his 
house to the Palace is better than one quarter of a mile. 

Lord George Germaine* to the Deputy Governor of Mary- 
land, Circular Letter. 
Sir: 

The King having been graciously pleased to appoint me to 
be one of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State and to 

4 Lord George Germaine (1716-1785) had been a Lieutenant-General 
in the English army; but had been cashiered for cowardice at the 
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commit to my care the dispatch of all such Business as relates 
to His Majesty's Colonies, I take the earliest opportunity of 
acquainting you therewith. 

It will give me great satisfaction to be able to fulfil His 
Majestys Gracious Intentions in this appointment; and as it is 
His Majestys pleasure that your Dispatches should for the fu- 
ture be addressed to me, I shall not fail to lay them immedi- 
ately before the King, and to transmit to you such orders as 
His Majesty shall think fit to give thereupon. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient 
Humble servant 

Geo. Germain. 
Deputy Governor of Maryland 



R. C. Nicholas' to the Va. Members of Congress. 

Virginia 12th Dec'r. 1775 
Gentlemen. 

Referring you to a former Letter, in which amongst other 
Things, I mentioned the necessity we should be under of hav- 
ing a large Quantity of Paper to make up the sum of money 
voted by the last Convention, besides the 2/6 & 1/3 penny 

battle of Minden He had charge of the war against the Colonies and 
was exceedingly hostile to them and to all liberal measures. 

s Robert Carter Nicholas (1715-1780), one of the most eminent Vir- 
ginians of the Revolutionary period. His high character and piety made 
him especially influential in all matters relating to religion. He was a 
member of the House of Burgesses for York county 1756-1761, for James 
City county 1766-1775. of all the Revolutionary Conventions, and Presi- 
dent of that of July, 1775, during the latter part of its session. The 
confidence felt in his character and ability is shown by the fact that an 
ordinance of the Convention of July, 1775, provided that in case of the 
death or disability of the Piesident, Mr. Nicholas should be authorized 
to call a special session, if one were needed. He was Treasurer of Vir- 
ginia 1766-1776, member of the Committee of Correspondence 1773, of 
the House of Delegates 1776- 1779, and in the latter year was chosen a 
Judge of the High Court of Chancery and ex-officio of the Court of 
Appeals. 

The Convention of 1775 by Chapter V of its ordinances imposed taxes 
and authorized the treasurer to issue notes. 
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Bills, which I have immediate occasion for, I must repeat my 
request that the whole may be provided & forwarded with all 
Expedition. The comm'ee of safety writes also upon this sub- 
ject. 

I sent Mr. Jefferson a List of Denominations, which appeared 
to me most proper, having no Copy. I have endeavored to 
recollect it in the inclosed memo, you can hardly conceive how 
people are distress'd for want of small change. I have no 
doubt but every care will be taken to guard the money ag't 
Forgeries. You have an opportunity of consulting superiot 
Judges & there I do not presume to prescribe. 

I fear your long session will make a supply of money ne- 
cessary & have therefore inclosed you my Bills for £500 st-g; 
the blanks to be fill'd up with either or all y'r names, as may 
be requisite & I think you may be assured that the Bills will 
meet with due Honor. The money which these Bills will 
produce I am hopeful will be sufficient to pay for the paper &c. 
& answer your present immediate occasions. I shall want to 
know the Exch. they are sold at, valued in Virg'a money. 

By many intercepted Letters to & from G't Britain we have 
discovered the greatest scenes of villiany some Rascals, all 
foreigners are already looking out for Places & handsome seats 
from their infernal Hopes that our [ J are to be for- 

feited Pray forward the Letter of advice by a safe Hand. I 
write with the utmost Precipitation and therefore can only add 
that I am Gent. 

Y'r respectful h'ble serv't 

Ro. C. Nicholas. 

If the paper does not arrive soon I must shut up shop. 



Lord George Germaine to the Deputy Governor of Mary- 
land. Circular Letter. 

Whitehall 23d December 1775 
Sir: 

The King being determined, in Concurrence with His Par- 
liament, to pursue the most vigorous measures for reducing 
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His rebellious subjects in North America to obedience, and for 
restoring legal Government, has given the Royal assent to the 
inclosed Act, which I am commanded by His Majesty to trans- 
mit to you, and at the same time to signify to you His Majesty's 
Pleasure that you do exhort all Persons, upon whom the exe- 
cution of this law shall depend, to pay a due attention thereto, 
and to use their best endeavors for carrying the provisions of 
it into effect; and I trust that when His Majesty's deluded 
subjects in the associated Colonies are better apprized of the 
fatal consequence of the conduct they have adopted, and see 
the determined spirit of the nation to maintain its constitutional 
Rights, they will avail themselves of the means which the jus- 
tice and benevolence of the supreme Legislature have held out 
to them of being restored to the King's grace and peace ; and 
that a happy and lasting reconciliation and union will be ef- 
fected ; And I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that in or- 
der to accelerate this desirable object, the proper steps have 
been taken for passing a Commission under the great Seal, in 
conformity to the last Section but one, of that act; and that 
the Commissioner or Commissioners to be appointed for that 
purpose, will have full power to inquire into the state and con- 
dition of the Colonies, and to confer with proper persons upon 
such points as may be necesary for effecting a restoration of 
the public tranquility. 

I am, Sir 
Your most obedient & humble servant, 

Geo. Germain. 
Dep'ty Governor of Maryland 

(No. i) Whitehall 23rd Dec. 1775 

Sir: 

It was not 'till the 27th of Nov. that your Dispatch to Lord 
Dartmouth of the 27th of August was received here, when I 
had the honor of laying it before the King, and I have it in 
command from His Majesty, to express to you His Majesty's 
approbation of your zeal for the public service, and of the 
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unalterable attachment you have shewn to his person & Gov- 
ernment, from the first commencement of the present unhappy 
Disputes, which have involved His Majesty's faithful servants 
in the Colonies in Difficulties & Distress, that are only to be 
equalled by the Fortitude with which they are borne. 

Your Letter contains a great deal of very useful Informa- 
tion, and your confidential Communication of the characters 
of Individuals, more especially of such as come over into Eng- 
land, is of great advantage; and you may rest assured, that 
every possible precaution will be used, that no part of your 
Letter shall transpire. 

An armament consisting of seven Regiments, and a Fleet of 
Frigates & small ships, is now in readiness to proceed to the 
Southern Colonies, in order to attempt the Restoration of Legal 
Government in that part of America. It will proceed in the 
first place to North Carolina, and from thence either to South 
Carolina or Virginia, as circumstances of greater or less ad- 
vantage shall point out. If to the latter, it may have very im- 
portant consequences to the Colony under your Government, 
and therefore, you will do well to consider of every means, by 
which you may, in conjunction with Lord Dunmore, give Fa- 
cility & Assistance to its Operations. 
I am, Sir 
Your most obedient Humble servant 

Geo. Germain. 

Deputy Governor Eden. 

Citizens of Norfolk to the Colonial Committee of 

Safety. 

Princess Anne March 8th 1776 
Gentlemen 

It has been suggested by some Gentlemen, who have lately 
travelled down the Country, that the Committee of safety have 
Thought of recommending to the People in the lower Coun- 
ties to remove upwards," and suffer their Lands to be uncuhi- 

•The towns of Norfolk and Portsmouth and the counties of Norfolk 
and Princess Anne suffered greatly during the Revolution. Many, 
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vated. This, and we will venture to affirm not without Rea- 
son, is extremely alarming to the Inhabitants. When you 
consider how innumerable the Inconveniences, which must in- 
evitably attend the Removal of more than five thousand souls 
by a Road almost impassable, and at a season when the weather 
is so frequently changing, we are satisfied you cannot differ 
with us in sentiment. But the Difficulty of the Journey is not 
all. They would have Homes to seek, and every necessary of 
Life to procure without the means of obtaining either, in con- 
sequence of the Destruction of Norfolk. How horrid would 
be their situation: We appeal to your own Feelings, for tn 
cases of this nature, Language is too weak to describe our 
Distress. We are induced to write to you on this subject from 
a Principle of Humanity, and hope you will not think a matter 
of such moment tc many of your Fellow Creatures unworthy 
your attention. We are, with due Regard, 

Gentlemen 

Your most obed't humble servants 

Paul Loyall t 
Anth'y Walke* 
James Taylor 9 

probably a majority, of the citizens of the towns were either in sym- 
pathy with England, or took the oath of allegiance to her through fear. 
Many of the people of the counties were in the same situation. As they 
were accessible to Dunmore they were pillaged by him, and afterwards 
were constantly subject to the suspicion and hatred of the Virginians of 
the Revolutionary party. As is well known Norfolk was burnt, and 
throughout the war the country adjacent remained in a state of great 
poverty and confusion. Many citizens of this section removed volun- 
tarily to the upper country, or were forced to do so by the Virginia 
authorities; but the entire deportation of the people of the towns and 
counties named was not attempted. 

'William Loyall, a citizen of Hampton in the first year of the 18th 
century, was probably ancestor of the Loyalls of Norfolk. Paul Loyall 
was mayor of Norfolk 1763, 1772, 1775 and 178c, was a member of "The 
Sons of Liberty" 1766, State Senator 1780, etc. A Paul Loyall was a 
member of the House of Delegates for Norfolk Borough 1817, 1819, 
1820, 1821, etc. George Loyall, son of Paul Loyall, who had been 
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Abraham Van Bibber to the Virginia Committee of 

Safety. 

St. Eustatius. 10 March u, 1776 
Gentlemen : 

Having been intrusted by the Convention of Maryland with 
the execution of such Business in this Island, as the critical 
situation of the Colonies render necessary: Was also on my 
departure from thence furnished by W'm Lux Esq'r. with the 
state of some transactions between the Colony of Virginia, 
and Mrs. Isaac Vandam of this Island, (lately deceased) re- 
mayor of Norfolk, himself held that office in 1798. George Loyall (2d), 
son of the last named, was born in Norfolk May 29, 1798, graduated at 
William and Mary College in 1808, was member of the House of Dele- 
gates from Norfolk Borough 1817-1827, of the Convention of 1829, and 
was member of Congress 1831-1837. He was navy agent at Norfolk 
1837-61. Virginia, daughter of William Loyall, of Norfolk, married in 
1843 Commander David G. Farragut, afterwards the famous Admiral. 
The Loyall family is still prominently represented in Norfolk. 

8 Anthony Walke, of " Fairfield," Princess Anne county, born January 
3, 1726, died 1782; a man of large estate and a member of an old and 
prominent family. See this Magazine, Vol. V. 

•James Taylor was mayor of Norfolk 1766, 1778, 1782 and 1790, mem- 
ber of the Norfolk Committee of Safety 1774*75, of the House of Dele- 
gates 1780, 1787, etc., and of the Convention of 1788. 

The name Taylor has been conspicuously represented in Norfolk by 
several different families. 

10 There is but little information in print in regard to the methods by 
which Virginia obtained military and other supplies from abroad during 
the Revolution. Much of the supply was obtained from the West 
Indies by armed vessels belonging to the State, commanded by her 
naval officers. In other cases merchant vessels were used. Naturally, 
as was the case with Confederate blockade running, much secrcy was 
preserved in regard to their operations. 

Abraham Van Bibber, the writer of this and other letters to be pub- 
lished later, was a member of a well-known Baltimore family. William 
Lux was an exceedingly active supporter of the Revolutionary move- 
ment. He was a member of the Baltimore "Sons of Liberty " in 1765, 
of the Committee of Correspondence 1774, and of the Maryland Conven- 
tion of 1775. 

St. Eustatius was then, as now, one of the Dutch West India islands. 
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pos'd in his hands by your former Agent Mr. Goodrich,' 1 of 
a considerable amount with orders to procure a settlement & 
receive the sum due, but not being fully empower'd to act 
agreeable to the forms required by Law, shall not be able to 
render you any further service at present then procrastinating 
a settlement (which expect to effect) untill I can be furnished 
with proper credentials from your Honorable Board to invali- 
date the claim of Mr. Bartho. [Bartlett] Goodrich who ar- 
riv'd here soon after a Brother who was more immediately 
concern'd in this Transaction to further his claim: He Found 
his demand on the Provincials having wrested from his Father 
to a more considerable amount & its suspected gone to Antigua 
to procure a Letter from the Admiral, to the Governor here. 
to order the payment of this money, to reinstate him, as this 
money was Lodged here to answer purposes which the states 
of Holland do not License. I've everything to apprehend 
should he pursue this method. I make no doubt what I've 
offer'd will induce you to exert yourselves to [ ] the 

designs of this scoundrel, you may rest assured if you shou'd 
charge me with the execution of this, or any other commands 
they shall be carefully & punctually comply'd with by 

Gentlemen 
Your most Obed't Hum. Serv't, 

Ab'm Van Bibber. 



[Northampton Committee of Safety to] the Hon'ble the 
Provincial Congress of Virginia. 

Virginia Northampton County 

March 13th 1776 
In Committee 

An inhabitant of this County having applied to the Com- 
mittee to know their opinion whether he might purchase a 

11 See note at end of article. 
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quantity of salt from Mr. Arthur Upshur," who was published 
by the Committee of Accomack for a breach of the Association. 
Upon mature deliberation Resolved unanimously, That 

Whereas a Certificate from the Committee of Accomack of 
the 8th of January has been produced to this Committee, which 
admits "that he violated the Association ignorantly" and the 
members of this Committee who have been long acquainted 
with the said Upshur; who is a freeholder and possessed of a 
very considerable property in this Country, having observed 
him in every instance except the above a warm friend of the 
liberties of America, and a strict adherer to the Continental 
Association, and a man of general good Character, are of opin- 
ion that he transgressed thro' ignorance, and therefore upon 
considering these circumstances, do Permit the Inhabitants of 
this County to purchase the said Salt, and trade with the said 
Upshur for his Crops, &c. in this Country, as usual. 

A copy of the Resolve of the Accomack Committee of the 
8th January referred to in the above Resolution: 

"In Committee Accomack 8th January 1776 

"Mr. Arthur Upshur of this County Gentlemen who was 
formerly ordered by this Committee to be published for his 
conduct in sending out a vessel after the 10th September last 
contrary to the Continental Association, this day appeared, &, 
voluntarily submitted his case to this Committee, and promised 
to abide by the determination thereof, but denied that he had 
violated the Association intentionally, for as much as he un- 
derstood by the said Association that he was not restrained 
from sending his vessel to any foreign Port. On taking his 
case into the most serious deliberate and mature consideration 
It is the opinion of this Committee that he violated the Asso- 
ciation ignorantly, but that he has since behaved very obstinate 
and ill in the affair, and therefore for his said offence, Resolved 



" Arthur Upshur was a member of the old and prominent family on 
the Eastern Shore of Virginia, to which Abel Parker Upshur, Secretary 
of State of the United States, belonged. There is a short note on the 
family, with copies of old epitaphs, in William and Mary Quarterly, 
III, 356, »6o. 
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that he pay a fine of one hundred pounds in the space of thirty 
days into the hands of the Chairman of this Committee, to be 
disposed of" as this Committee shall see proper" 

Northampton May 14th 1776 
In Commitee 

Resolved that no Permit be granted to any Inhabitant of 
Accomack, or any other County, to carry grain or any other 
Commodity from hence, without first obtaining a Certificate 
from the Committee of such County permitting such person 
to proceed with his or their Vessel to this County for the 
purposes aforesaid. 

Mr. Arthur Upshur of Accomack made application to the 
Committee for a permit for his sloop little Lady to sail to St. 
Crux or Corisoo with a load of Corn and Tobacco, under the 
late order of Congress respecting Trade, which the Com- 
mittee refused granting, having previously come to the above 

Resolution. 

May 20th 

Ordered that the Clerk grant a Permit to Mr. Arthur Up- 
shur of Accomack for his sloop little Lady, Esau Kellum, Mas- 
ter, to proceed to one of the foreign West Indies Islands un- 
der the order of Congress, and that he take a Bond for the 
true performance of the said regulations of Congress respect- 
ing Trade: It appearing to the Committee that the said Ves- 
sel was actually loaded in this county, without having come 
immediately from Accomack. 

Extracts from the minutes of the Committee of North- 
ampton. 

Drury Stith C. N. Com. 



Certificate of Virginia Officers as to Robert Ward. 

Kemp's 13 March 16, 1776 

This is to certify that Robert Ward has served in the Vir- 
ginia forces as a volunteer since the first of January, and that 

"The present Kempsville, Princess Anre county. 
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he has conducted himself as an obedient and willing soldier, 
hazarded his life on several dangerous attempts with uncom- 
mon bravery, and been very active in Scouting and harassing 
the enemy, and driving them to their shipping. 

Rd. James Robert Ballard 

Frank Eppes Jno. Markham 

William Davies John Ruffin 

Lew. Jones Thomas Ridleye 

Joseph Carrington Thos. Edmunds 

Samuel Hanway Thos. P. Walker 

Jno. Fleming Thomas Old 

Thos. Mathew Chas. Scott 

(to be continued) 



NOTE. 



The names of John Goodrich, Sr., and his sons John, Jr., William and 
Bartlett (erroniously written by Van Bibber as Bartholomew), appear 
very frequently in our records at the beginning of the Revolution. 
john Goodrich, the father, appears to have been an active and enter- 
prising man. He had plantations in Isle of Wight and Nansemond, was 
a merchant trading as John Goodrich and Company, an owner of vessels 
and sometimes a mariner. In July, 1775, the Colonial Committee of 
Safety furnished him with a sum of money in bills of exchange, lo be used 
in obtaining powder from the West Indies. This he seems to have done 
satisfactorily but it was not long before he was in trouble with both the 
colonial authorities and Lord Dunmore. On January 5, 1776, Mr. Par- 
ker laid before the Convention the proceedings of the Committee of Isle 
of Wight County in regard to John Goodrich and they were referred to a 
committee which had already been appointed to inquire into— "John 
Goodrich's conduct concerning the importation of gunpowder and other 
supplies for the use of the Colony." 

On January 10 John Goodrich petitioned the convention prayirg 
among other things, that the Committee of Safety might be directed to 
pay the balance due him. 

On January 13 the committee which was to inquire into the charges 
of the Isle of Wight Committee against John Goodrich, Sr., reported. 
it was found that John Goodrich and two of his sons had drawn upon 
them the resentment of Lord Dunmore for the importation of powder 
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and he had caused them to be seized and confined, but released the 
said John Goodrich and his son John upon their engagement not to pro- 
ceed further in the business and on their paroles, the former of whom 
was to appear every tenth day on Dunmore's ship. The committee 
also found that John Goodrich, Sr., had since been living en his planta- 
tion in Nansemond.and had been on board his lordship's ship four times 
according to his agreement, and had carried by water some provisions 
from his Isle of Wight plantation to Nansemond for the use of his family- 
The committee presented a resolution, which was adopted, that John 
Goodrich had been active in favor of the Colony and had suffered con- 
siderably on that account and that nothing in his conduct appeared to 
be inimical to the common cause. 

The committee on the importation of powder, &c, reported that cer 
tain linens, &c, imported into Virginia in the schooner Fanny were on 
the joint account of John Goodrich, John Goodrich, Jr. and Bartlett 
Goodrich ; that in October, 1775, at Antigua, Bartlett had purchased 
from a Liverpool ship these British goods, knowing them to be such, 
that he carried them to St. Eustatia and altered the marks and labels to 
produce the impression that the goods were Dutch, and had sent them 
to the Potomac River. Va., addressed to John Goodrich & Co., where 
John Goodrich, Jr., took them and offered them for sale knowing them 
to be of British manufacture ; that the said John Goodrich, Jr., in order 
to justify this importation, stated that his brother, Bartlett, being anxious 
to supply his brother William with powder for the Colony, and finding 
about 1500 lbs. on the Liverpool ship tried to purchase it, but the mas- 
ter would not sell unless he would take the aforesaid British goods, 
which he did ; that the master of the Fanny stated that he had received 
this statement from Bartlett Goodrich at Antigua and had delivered the 
powder to William Goodrich. 

The committee also reported that in July, 1775, John Goodrich, Sr., 
was employed to purchase powder for the Colony ; that he was entrusted 
with ^5000 Sterling, in bills of Exchange, and sent his son William to 
the West Indies for the same and imported in October, 1775, four 
thousands pounds of gunpowder, which was safely brought into North 
Carolina, and Lord Dunmore discovering this, caused William Goodrich 
to be arrested and detained here in custody until December, when, being 
greatly intimidated, he was prevailed on by Lord Dunmore to make a 
discovery of the whole business and give the name of the agent in the 
West Indies, whereupon Dunmore sent an armed vessell to the West In. 
dies, with William Goodrich as a witness, to demand the value of the 
powder and the money remaining from the agent ; that William Good, 
rich had lately returned to Norfolk and been released but, on attempting 
to go to Williamsburg, had been again arrested by Dunmore and was 
still held a prisoner. The House resolved that John Goodrich, Jr., and 
Bartlett Goodrich had violated the Continental Association in regard to 
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the importation of English goods ; that the goods should be confiscated 
and that all persons should be warned from having any further dealings 
with the said two Goodrich brothers. 

On January 16, 1776, the committee to whom the petition of John 
Goodrich & Co. had been referred reported that the sloop Dorothy ar- 
rived in Virginia from Autigua and was taken by Captain Barron and 
carried into Hampton ; that it appeared to the committee that the con- 
tract made with the Commissary of Stores had been complied with and 
that there was due the petitioners £ lo 91 current money, but that this 
should not be paid until the money furnished John Goodrich for the pur- 
chase of powder was fully accounted for. 

On the same day a petition from John Goodrich was read reciting that 
Robert Shedden, merchant, of Portsmouth and his wife, the petitioner's 
daughter, and their two young children weie on board a sloop in Nor- 
folk harbor, and although Shedden had appeared inimical by importing 
goods contrary to the Association, yet he had aided in importing the 
powder and asking that they might be allowed to come ashore and live 
under the protection of the Colony. John Goodrich and his son John 
also presented a petition representing the hardship and expense they 
had undergone for the Colony and asking proper consideration. 

On May 6, 1776, the Convention directed the Committee of Safety to 
report on the case of John Goodrich, Jr., who had been arrested as a 
suspected person, ordered that he be confined to his room in Williams- 
burg, and that William Harwood, surety for his appearence, should be 
discharged from his recognizance on delivering Goodrich to the com- 
manding officer. 

On May 20 the Convention ordered that John Goodrich, Jr., should be 
discharged from custody but should give bond in the sum of /"iooo, or 
should confine himself to the plantation of William Harwood in War- 
wick Co. and its neighborhood until June 3rd. when he should appear 
in Williamsburg before the Committee of Safety. 

On May 29th the Convention ordered that Mrs. Goodrich and her 
small children should be permitted to visit her husband, John Goodrich, 
confined in the public jail, but that she should not afterwards be permitted 
to leave Williamsburg. John Goodrich, Sr., appears in the spring of 1776 
to have openly taken the side of Lord Dunuiore. It seems from a 
petition presented to the Convention Tune 4 that in April Goodrich, in 
command of an armed sloop named the Lilly, had captured in Ocracoke 
Inlet a sloop belonging to certain North Carolina merchants. 

On June 1 1 a committee reported to the Convention that John Good- 
rich had confessed that he had gone on board the Otter sloop of war to 
pilot her to Baltimore to destroy certain vessels building there. 

It was also reported that Goodrich in the Lilly, acting as a tender to 
Lord Dunmore's fleet, had captured a schooner in the Bay, and that he 
had three boats in Dunmore's service. 
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It appears from the same report that Goodrich's vessel had been 
boarded by several boats commanded by Captain Harney, James 
Adderson and others and he captured, that he had stated to them that 
he was a prisoner, and that he had been so harrassed on both sides that 
he did not value his life. 

After hearing this report the Convention adopted resolutions declar- 
ing that John Goodrich was guilty of bearing arms against the Colony, 
and of aiding and assisting the enemy, and that he should receive the 
penalties to be inflicted by the ordinance of the Convention for establish- 
ing a mode of punishing the enemies of America, that the Committee of 
Safety should take action in regard to his estate, allowing a reasonable 
provision for his wife and young children, and that as soon as Good- 
rich's health would permit he should be taken to Charlottesville, where 
he should be kept a prisoner until further order. 

This removal to the upper country had apparently been feared by Mrs. 
Goodrich, for on June 5 a petition from Margaret Goodrich had been 
presented to the Convention, asking that her husband might not be sent 
to the interior, but be confined at some plantation near his friends. 

The final order made by the Convention of 1776 in regard to the 
Goodrich family was on June 21, when it was resolved that as no wit- 
nesses had appeared against John Goodrich, Jr , that he should be 
discharged from the accusation of conduct inimical to the rights of 
America, but that as he was under a general suspicion he ought, before 
he was discharged, to give bond in ^"1,000 and be tendered the oath to 
be taken by suspected persons. 

The various members of the family under arrest or suspicion for their 
loyal opinions appear to have gone, before many years, to England. 
John and Margaret Goodrich settled at Topsham, Devonshire, where 
they died Their epitaphs were printed in this Magazine, XIV, 443. 

In 1864 a person in Derby, England, published in Notes and Queries 
an inquiry in regard to the family, and repeated it in later years. He 
stated that John Goodrich, Sr., the emigrant, was of Nansemond 
county, Virginia, and was son of John and Mary Goodrich; that he mar- 
ried in 1747 Margaret, daughter of Joseph and Agatha Bridger, and 
coming to England at the time of the Revolution, settled at Topsham, 
where he died in 1785. Also that he was connected in business and 
by marriage with Robert Shedden, a native of Beith, Scotland, who 
was of Norfolk, Va., and was also a loyalist, and who was afterwards x>f 
Bermuda and New York, and finally an eminent merchant of London. 
The writer states that about 1815 five or six sons of John Goodrich, Sr., 
were living in Great Britain. John, the eldest, lived at Everglyn, near 
Caerpi'.ly, Wales. This John's eldest son was William of Matson House 
and Mainsmore Court, Gloucestershire (one of his sons was Rev. Adol- 
phus, Vicar of Hampton, near Leominster), and his youngest was Rev. 
Bartlet Goodrich, Vicar of Saling, Essex. Another son of John Good- 
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rich, Sr., was Bartlet, who once lived at Luwitch Hall, Shropshire, and 
had a house in Queen Square, London. 

Contrary to what was generally the case with Virginia Loyalists, the 
Goodrich family had been long resident in Virginia On March 5, 1697- 
8, John Goodrich, aged 80, made a deposition in Isle of Wight county 
about matters that had occurred there sixty years before. So he was 
born about 1618 and was living in Isle of Wight in 1638. He seems to 
have married twice and to have had issue a son Charles and two sons 
John, one of whom died before his father. The will of John Goodrich, 
Sr., was dated August 30, 1695, and proved in Isle of Wight June 9, 
1698. He gave his son Charles the land where the said son then lived, 
made a bequest to his grandson John, son of John Goodrich, and 
directed that his own son John, son of his wife Rebecca, should be sent 
to school as soon as he was of suitable age. His elder son, John Good- 
rich, is shown by a deposition, made April 9, 1689, to have been born 
in 1652. The will of this son was dated January 13 and proved June 9, 
1695. His legatees were his sons George and John and his daughters 
Honor, Constance, Mary and Elizabeth. 

The will of John Goodrich (it is not known whether he was the grand- 
son or the son of John Goodrich, Sr.,) was dated February, 1746-7, and 
proved in Isle of Wight June 1, 1749. His legatees were his sons 
Edward, John and George, his daughters Mary Davis, Ann Gray and 
Honour, and his wife. 

The will of Edward Goodrich, son of the last-named John, was dated 
July 16 and proved in Isle of Wight September 6, 1759. His legatees 
were his eons John and Edward, unborn child, daughter Elizabeth, 
sister Ann Gray and wife Juliana. 

The sons of Edward Goodrich probably served in the Revolution on 
the American side. John Goodrich, of Isle of Wight county, was 1st 
lieutenant, 4th Virginia, 1st April, 1776, and resigned January 6, 1777, 
but must have re-entered the army, for on January 12, 1S10, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Hatton, of Norfolk county, received a land bounty warrant for 
4,000 acres as the sister and heir of John Goodrich, of Isle of Wight, 
who had served three years as a captain in the Continental Line. 
Edward Goodrich was appointed a lieutenant in the Isle of Wight 
militia in 1777. 

Some members of the family removed to Prince George county. 
There is recorded in Isle of Wight county a deed dated March 2, 1715, 
from Edward Goodrich, of Prince George county, selling land in Isle of 
Wight. 

The will of Charles Goodrich was dated December 6, 1725, and 
proved June 26, 1726, in Prince George. Legatees: Daughters Ann 
Hamlin and Sarah and Lucy Goodrich. 

The will of Edward Goodrich, dated October 7 and proved June, 
1720, in Prince George. Legatees: Wife, daughters Mary and Elizabeth, 
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son Benjamin, son Edward (to whom he gave 500 acres at High Hills, 
Surry,) certain lands to be sold. Gave father, brother and each of his 
sisters 10 shillings. 

It is possible, however, that these Prince George Goodriches may 
have been of a different family from those in Isle of Wight. 



REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 
For the Main Army Under Washington. 1777-1779. 



(From Originals in the Collection in the Virginia Hist jrical Society) 



(continued) 



B. O. March 27 1778 

The Officers Commanding Regiments in the Brig'e- will see 
that the intrenching Tools of every kind except axes are 
Immediately Collected and deposited under the care of their 
Quarter Guards until this afternoon, when they are to be 
delivered to a person sent by the Q. M. G. to take Care of 
them — the strictest search is to be made that none may be 
left — the Commanding Officers of Regiments, are requested 
to make a Return to the Brigadier of all Armourers & Smiths 
in their respective Regiments, who are to be imployed in 
makeing Bayonetts for their men for which they will Receive 
extraordinary Pay — If any part of the works in front of the 
Brigade is still unfinished which properly belongs to the Bri- 
gade, a fatigue party of 40 Men are to be turned out to morrow 
morning, in Order to Compleat the same. 

The B. Q Master will apply to Gen'l Patterson for such 
intrenching tools as may be wanted. 



Head Quarters March 27. 

Brigadier tomorrow Maxwell. F. O. Col'o Bradford & 
Maj'r Tayler Brigade Maj'r Minis 



